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1 IMAGES OF ERASMUS

The history of Erasmus interpretation has produced a purtling
variety of rendings." Despite reprated attemipts at redhucing his
Tife ared work 10 common d nominators, the bumanist has bad a
way of ehuding his inkerpreters. For all the labels pinned on him,
e remained an enigmatic figure, His personality cannct be
clearly trased mor i place and roie in hissory definitrvely fived,
1§ theere is & basl theme ranning through most moderm interpre-
tations, it towches not on something certain but, ironically,
stresses the ambiguity of s thinkeng and the ambivalence of his
attitude.

Looking at Erasmus & bath an tic thinker and &
‘man for all seasons™ could resull in efther positive of negative
asensments. Those who came from 2 nineteenth-century |eral
point of view tended 0 appreciale (n him the beoad-minded
inteblectual, impartial and adaptable, open 10 reason bul critical
of hypocrisy, fanaticiam, and tiam. He was soen a8 2
‘sceptic hiding behinel the facade of the humanist, Meclern [eral-
ism had found its foreanner & rationalist who espoused an
Mw&ﬂ\wnnﬂnhﬂhulmmm

on, and A moralist who advocsted so broad an un-
chuld\d fellowship of the spirit that he was willing o concede:
all sorts of personal convictions, if only they led io ethical im-

provement. Ascordingly, be was hﬂu-.u-ufm_
jon and an e lsm. N
Mlﬁlhﬂlﬂjﬁw m:‘:;dm

izing, o religion squared readily with modern nations af histori-
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